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pharmaceuticals constitute a relatively small share of the total health care expenditure in most developed economies and yet they play a

critical role in the ongoing debate over how best to advance improve and afford health care despite this and perhaps because of this the
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industry has had for many years an outsized claim to fame and controversy praise and criticisms and support and condemnation unfortunately
many participants in the debate do not fully understand the complexities of the industry and its role in the overall health care system the
analytical tools of economics provide a strong foundation for a better understanding of the dynamics of the pharmaceutical industry its
contribution to health and health care and its dual and often conflicting priorities of affordability and innovation as well as the various private
and public policy initiatives directed at the sector everyone is affected by big pharma and the products they produce at the drug store the
physician s office in front of the television in everyday conversations drugs are a part of our lives society shapes our values toward drugs
and drugs shape society the pill and minor tranquilizers are good examples and of course the way congress deliberates and big pharma
responds has a huge impact on how drugs affect our lives this book is well researched on the subject of the pharmaceutical industry its
struggles with government and its relationship to the consumer from the early twentieth century until the present the dynamic tension
between the three participants government big pharma and the people is described and explained to lead to an understanding of the
controversies that rage today the author describes how the government its many investigatory efforts and the ultimate legislative results affect
the industry and the consequences of their activities are explored in light of their effects on other players including the patients and
consumers who rely on both government and big pharma for their well being and who find sometimes unexpected consequences while giving
special attention to the attitudes beliefs and misadventures of less than optimal drug use stakeholders are identified with physicians as a
major focus as well as describing the significance of prescriptions as social objects and the processes by which physicians make choices on
behalf of their patients the author ties it all together with how big pharma affects and is affected by each of these groups the author utilizes
his 50 plus years experience as an academic practicing pharmacist and big pharma employee to describe the scope of the pharmaceutical
industry and how it affects us on a daily basis concluding with an inside look at big pharma and how regulations marketing and the press

have affected their business both good and bad

pharmaceutical medicine is very very big business the top ten players earned more than 200 billion in 2003 one drug pfizer s cholesterol pill

lipitor had sales of more than 9 billion this kind of money buys an awful lot of friends among doctors and politicians most of those involved

2 The Professional Guinea Pig Big Pharma And The



The Professional Guinea Pig Big Pharma And The

in the formulation of public health policy seems happy with the present system the trouble is that the public is starting to have doubts there
is a growing sense that the vast profits of drug companies and their control of the research agenda might not be that good for our health

jacky law takes the reader on a journey through the pharmaceutical business and shows how the public is quite right to be concerned about
conventional medicine as it has developed since the late 1970s she tells a story of spectacular regulatory failure phenomenally high prices
betrayal of the public interest and a growing awareness among ordinary people that things could be very different sophisticated marketing and
public relations not scientific excellence have helped corporations to preside unchallenged over matters of life and death it is time law argues

for us to take responsibility for our health not as passive consumers of pharmaceutical medicine but as informed citizens

americans pay among the highest prices for prescription drugs thanks to government legislation and the powerful pharmaceutical lobbies the
effect has been disastrous with many citizens obtaining cheaper medicine from canada and others forgoing it altogether at the risk of their
health these crippling prices are set by big pharma at the insistence of those who support free trade consumers call the pharmaceutical

companies greedy and selfish but these companies also enact change through scientific research curing of diseases and community outreach

what is the answer to this complex issue readers will learn about the conflicts and potential solutions in this compelling volume

raising costs ever increasing regulatory hurdles and mounting difficulties in finding the next blockbuster drug are just a few of the challenges

big pharma currently has to face for its research and development process the heart of its risky business big data claims to be full of insights

that big pharma need to find a way of harvesting which could lead to new compounds academics big data start ups and pharmaceutical

companies have focused their research efforts on analytic tools and data technologies to store collect analyse and extract these insights from

massive data sets however the key question is whether the big data hype really does have the claimed accelerating effect on the complex

research and development process or if it actually creates another hurdle for big pharma innovation malena johannes timely book sheds light

on this question by examining the top 5 pharmaceutical companies and provides an overview on the status quo of bi

within the pharmaceutical industry
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updated and revised edition throughout his distinguished legal career stephen sheller has relished the role of the underdog evincing a sharply
honed sense of fair play and justice early in his career he represented black panthers in philadelphia when they were arrested on trumped up
murder and conspiracy charges later he was in the vanguard of lawyers who took on the tobacco industry in the 1990s and he reprised that
strategy a few years later in targeting big pharma for its harmful products and their deleterious effects on public health in big pharma big
greed the inside story of one lawyer s battle to stem the flood of dangerous medicines and protect public health sheller tells a tale that is at
once deeply personal but also with wide repercussions for the u s health care system and the hundreds of millions of americans whose lives
literally depend on it decades of litigating against the pharmaceutical industry taught sheller one irreducible lesson in too many instances
unneeded and at times dangerous drugs are foisted on the public without adequate warning as to risks all in the service of boosting industry
profits all too often achieving block buster status for a patent protected medication becomes an end in itself as big pharma companies
manipulate clinical trial data draft scholarly articles for friendly physicians often in their pay and market their drugs for uses that never had
been approved by the federal food and drug administration this last practice proved to be something of an achilles heel for the industry in
litigation that resulted in settlement and fines in the billions companies such as eli lilly acknowledged marketing drugs off label to a broad
range of patients for whom the medications had never been approved sheller s litigation formed the basis for these settlements and the effort
is ongoing he and other plaintiffs lawyers now are suing janssen pharmaceuticals for the adverse impacts of its drug risperdal a second
generation anti psychotic that sheller and others allege is linked to the growth of female breast tissue in young boys and men already there
have been several big jury verdicts against janssen with hundreds of more cases yet to be tried in the book sheller not only recounts his
major litigation battles but also makes sweeping proposals for industry reform to restore regulatory credibility sheller proposes that
responsibility for testing new medicines be taken away from the industry and given over to hospitals and other public entities partnering with
government regulators pharmaceutical companies that betray the public trust would risk government initiated dissolution harsh medicine to be

sure but sheller believes entirely appropriate to the underlying malady

this book explores the increasingly broad terrain of drugs in american society with an emphasis on politics it begins with the war on drugs
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initiated by president richard nixon in the early 1970s and extends to the current day with the vast power of the pharmaceutical industry big
pharma expansion of global criminal syndicates militarization of the drug war and struggles between states and federal government over the
legalization of marijuana from the beginning the drug war produced increasing authoritarian tendencies in american politics visible not only in
swollen national bureaucracies and burgeoning police functions but in the rise of the largest prison industrial complex in the world a
surveillance state and the weakening of personal privacy and freedoms at the same time the legal drug system with some of the most
profitable business operations anywhere has expanded to create a huge medical edifice affecting the delivery of health care development of
modern psychology evolution of the treatment industry and many other areas of contemporary life including the world of sports and recreation
although prohibitionism remains very much alive targeting a wide range of illicit drugs today it is the hundreds of widely marketed chemical
substances sold by big pharma that result in some of the most serious health problems affecting society this book explores the long historical
trajectory of both the war on drugs and the growth of big pharma focusing on social outcomes and political consequences in the us and

beyond

doctors in denial examines the relationship between the canadian medical profession and the pharmaceutical industry and explains how
doctors have become dependents of the drug companies instead of champions of patients health big pharma plays a role in every aspect of
doctors work these giant wealthy multinationals influence how medical students are trained and receive information how research is done in
hospitals and universities what is published in leading medical journals what drugs are approved and what patients expect when they go into
their doctors offices but almost all doctors deny the influence and control the drug companies exert in this book dr lexchin urges the medical
profession to make the changes needed to give priority to protecting and promoting patients health and benefitting society rather than

enabling big pharma to dominate health care while raking in billions in profits from citizens and governments

a story of corruption and greed in one of the biggest global business markets in the world the pharmaceutical industry from the prospective

of a senior drug rep the investigation into fraud in big pharma goes right to the top of the political spectrum
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the pharma companies relationship with the american people is characterized by price gouging and tax evasion little give and a lot of take
while big pharma refuses to pay its due share of taxes in order to fill public coffers they are quite content to empty them over the last
decade five of the pharma big 10 have received a total of 27 billion in government contracts in the united states big pharma creates and
markets numerous life changing drugs and they profit handsomely from them and guess who foots a large portion of the expense for the
development of these costly drugs it s just you and me taxpayer funded research from the national institutes of health nih contributed to the
development of every one of the over 200 drugs brought to market over a recent seven year span even when taxpayers support the
discoveries ordinary americans frequently do not have access to the medications they helped produce instead it is the pharma companies who
profit other riches from the public cookie jar are snatched by big pharma excessive government monopolies that keep cheaper medications off
the market tax breaks for all those annoying tv commercials and even sales and tax advantages from the charities they set up to assist us
pay for their costly products how do they get away with everything it s simple money buys power drug companies spend more money
influencing washington policymakers than any other sector and the drug industry counting the corporations their employees and their political
action committees have donated almost 100 million to federal candidates over the past decade it s no surprise that new medications are
being tested on some of the poorest individuals in certain nations without their knowledge taming big pharma can help to ensure that all

companies contribute to society rather than prey on it

in transforming big pharma john ansell addresses critically how strategy works in the pharmaceutical industry the long standing dearth of new
products has led to a growing shortfall in revenues ansell assesses the wide range of alternative strategies big pharma companies have been
pursuing in recent years in attempting to overcome this he shows that there is sound evidence to expect the recent upturn in the number of
new products reaching the market to go on to greater heights chapters assess the complex trends in attrition rates show how rife spectacular
sales underestimation in the industry remains and explain how conventional wisdom on the chances of product profitability also seriously
undersells the industry the surest route to transforming the prospects for big pharma ansell contends is to step up activity in acquiring and

developing new products this is now realistic because as he shows the amount of intellectual property available is much greater than it was a
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decade ago ansell believes that no other strategies have sufficient transformative powers though they may be useful as a stopgap whilst the
sales of forthcoming new products mature he argues for a reversal of big pharma s recent cutbacks in r d and licensing and re focussing on
new product development transforming big pharma is intended for those in senior and middle management in the pharmaceutical industry it
will also be valuable to students as well as to all those dealing with the industry including biotech companies and those providing services

and products to the pharmaceutical industry

while the shockingly high prices of prescription drugs continue to dominate the news the strategies used by pharmaceutical companies to
prevent generic competition are poorly understood even by the lawmakers responsible for regulating them in this groundbreaking work robin
feldman and evan frondorf illuminate the inner workings of the pharmaceutical market and show how drug companies twist health policy to
achieve goals contrary to the public interest in highly engaging prose they offer specific examples of how generic competition has been stifled
for years with costs climbing into the billions and everyday consumers paying the price drug wars is a guide to the current landscape a
roadmap for reform and a warning of what is to come it should be read by policymakers academics patients and anyone else concerned with

the soaring costs of prescription drugs

in big pharma lives are secondary to profit margins but lisa pratta stood her ground risking everything to expose the lies of a billion dollar
pharmaceutical business mired in deception greed and the systemic abuse of both patients and employees as a rising star in pharmaceutical
sales lisa pratta wanted to believe that she was helping improve the lives of people who suffered from illness but as she climbed the
corporate ladder she uncovered a sinister world of bribery fraud and sexual harassment all papered over with a thin veneer of corporate
respectability at questcor pharmaceuticals lisa found herself at a small company with a blockbuster drug that could have been a lifeline for
patients suffering from multiple sclerosis that is if it was prescribed properly but instead questcor chose profits over patients training its sales
force to push untested treatment regimens with the sole purpose of beating its competition lisa recognized this as not only dangerous but

highly illegal in the midst of this controversy questcor arbitrarily inflated the drug s price to a jaw dropping 28 000 per vial torn between her
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morals and the financial stability the job provided for her special needs son lisa made a decision that would change her life forever she
reported the fraudulent practices of the company to the federal government for nearly a decade she led a double life feeding insider
information to the department of justice while enduring the relentless demands of her company to sell their drug using illegal marketing
tactics she faced constant fear of exposure knowing that the government offered her no protection if her secrets were revealed nonetheless
lisa pressed on determined to hold questcor accountable for the laws they were breaking and the lives they were endangering this incredible
true story offers a sobering look at the unscrupulous sales methods used by america s corrupt pharmaceutical industry spotlights the levers
they pull to extract ludicrous profits from the sick and dying and is a page turning portrait of one woman s heroic fight against big pharma

and a mother s struggle to protect her family

investigative journalist nick dearden digs down into the way we produce our medicines and finds that big pharma is failing us with
catastrophic consequences big pharma is more interested in profit than health this was made clear as governments rushed to produce
vaccines during the covid pandemic behind the much trumpeted scientific breakthroughs major companies found new ways of gouging billions
from governments in the west while abandoning the global south but this is only the latest episode in a long history of financialising medicine
from purdue s rapacious marketing of highly addictive oxycontin through martin shkreli s hiking the price of a lifesaving drug to the 4 5
million south africans needlessly deprived of hiv aids medication since the 1990s big pharma has gone out of its way to protect its property
through the patent system as a result the business has focused not on researching new medicines but on building monopolies this system
has helped restructure our economy away from invention and production in order to benefit financial markets it has fundamentally reshaped
the relationship between richer and poorer countries as the access to new medicines and the permission to manufacture them is ruthlessly

policed in response dearden offers a pathway to a fairer safer system for all

the history of medicinal drugs extends back to the earliest human civilizations when the search began for natural materialsplant animal or

mineralthat might possess the power to cure alleviate or avert maladies or wounds the quest continues still conducted now by scientists and
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doctors in the thousands and in the shadow of big pharma the story abounds with human interest populated as it is with geniuses and
charlatans with the inspired and the deluded with self sacrifice and self aggrandizement medicine over the centuries has been pervaded by
false doctrines amounting to superstitions the causes of endless misery and numberless death and there were truths not recognized for
decades and longer finally industry and its profit motive has become an inescapable presence which is sometimes a blessing to some or a
curse to others a source sometimes of corruption or sometimes of dazzling progress which of these predominates it is up to the reader to

judge

a story of greed and corruption in the pharmaceutical industry from the perspective of a senior drug rep working for a global pharma

company that has to face the tough economic political and moral challenges of bringing a new great drug to market

medical industrial complex the ickness industry big pharma and suppressed cures is a no holds barred critique of mainstream medicine and
the various players who make up one of the largest and most profitable industries on the planet written by novelists filmmakers and
independent researchers james morcan lance morcan with a foreword by retired pharmacist denis toovey author of better health for you an
insider s big picture guide this explosive book explores the contention that big pharma and other participants in the healthcare sector put
profits ahead of patients wellbeing and dollars ahead of lives medical industrial complex leaves no doubt that something has run amuck in the
medical field and what should be the noblest profession has been severely compromised by the various conflicting interests the authors
examine this in language anyone can understand in the process they draw attention to the rampant commercialism political selfishness and
dogmatic academia that plagues the industry the reader is reminded there are many honorable people within the medical establishment who
are doing incredible things for their fellow man however the reader is also reminded that doctors hospitals medical academia pharmaceutical
companies medical equipment suppliers health insurers et al make their money from sick people not healthy people and if everyone was
healthy many of the aforementioned would be out of business so it s hardly in their financial interests to cure illnesses and ailments medical

industrial complex asks some hard questions questions like is your doctor one of those doctors who receives kickbacks from pharmaceutical
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companies how dangerous are our hospitals for patients do the drug companies make drugs or money is vaccinating children the smart thing
for parents to do do you know the medical tests that may kill you are cures really being suppressed what s the solution regarding private

health insurance who is quashing alternative medicines when did your doctor last talk to you about your diet above all the reader is urged to
stop giving away complete responsibility to doctors and other healthcare providers it s time to start looking at these people as they actually

are advisors for you to make decisions about what s best for your body

how can health access advocates beat the wealthy pharmaceutical industry which has the biggest spending |
castellblanch provides a ringside seat at the battle as he reveals how activists in vermont maine and california took on big pharma in their

state legislatures to promote better and cheaper access to prescription drugs and ultimately pushed congress to enact a medicare prescription

drug benefit he also draws lessons from these cases about the possibilities for success elsewhere in the health policy arena highlighting the

crucial role that voters righteous indignation plays in fueling popular support for grassroots political leaders who are taking on powerful

business interests

the inside story of how big pharma s relentless pursuit of ever higher profits corrupts medical knowledge misleading doctors misdirecting

american health care and harming our health the united states spends an excess 1 5 trillion annually on health care compared to other
wealthy countries yet the amount of time that americans live in good health ranks a lowly 68th in the world at the heart of the problem is

big pharma which funds most clinical trials and therefore controls the research agenda withholds the real data from those trials as corporate
secrets and shapes most of the information relied upon by health care professionals in this no holds barred exposo dr john abramson one of
the foremost experts on the drug industry s deceptive tactics combines patient stories with what he learned during many years of serving as

an expert in national drug litigation to reveal the tangled web of financial interests at the heart of the dysfunction in our health care system

for example one of pharma s best kept secrets is that the peer reviewers charged with ensuring the accuracy and completeness of the clinical

trial reports published in medical journals do not even have access to complete data and must rely on manufacturer influenced summaries
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likewise for the experts who write the clinical practice guidelines that define our standards of care the result of years of research and

privileged access to the inner workings of the u s medical industrial complex sickening shines a light on the dark underbelly of american

health care and presents a path toward genuine reform
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