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this book examines how one of imperial austria s principal ethnic conflicts that
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between czechs and germans developed in one of the major cities during the era of
industrialization and urban growth it shows how the inhabitants of prague the
capital of bohemia constructed and articulated ethnic group loyalties and social
solidarities over the course of the nineteenth century the german speaking
inhabitants of the bohemian capital developed a group identification and defined
themselves as a minority as they dealt with growing czech political and economic
strength in the city and with their own sharp numerical decline in the 1910 census
only seven percent of the metropolitan population claimed that they spoke primarily
german the study uses census returns extensive police and bureaucratic records
newspaper accounts and memoirs on local social and political life to show how the
german minority and the czech majority developed demographically and
economically in relation to each other and created separate social and political lives
for their group members the study carefully traces the roles of occupation class
religion and political ideology in the formation of german group loyalties and social
solidarities the social relations which bound together the members of the german
speaking minority and the social boundaries which separated them from the czech
majority at the end of the nineteenth century proved to be selective and
considerable contact went on across the lines in many facets of individuals everyday
life as the german minority developed a shared group life what came to define them
and to separate them from the czech majority was a shared austro german ethnic
and national loyalty an austro german national liberal ideology the defense of
common middle class and lower middle class social and political interests and a
shared german public life both german speaking catholics and jews could share in
the sense of german community and group solidarity provided they upheld middle
class liberal values the bonds of community for the middle class and lower middle
class germans in prague established in the 1860s tended to exclude german
speaking wage laborers and lower middle class radical nationalists who might
challenge liberal national values despite all the efforts to strengthen german
community solidarity and combat assimilation of german speakers with the czech
majority from the 1880s to after 1900 the organized german community could do
little to prevent the absorption of working class german speakers into the czech
population of the industrial districts

in september 1938 the munich agreement delivered the sudetenland to germany six
months later hitlerOs troops marched unopposed into prague and established the
protectorate of bohemia and moraviaNthe first non german territory to be occupied
by nazi germany although czechs outhnumbered germans thirty to one nazi leaders
were determined to make the region entirely german chad bryant explores the
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origins and implementation of these plans as part of a wider history of nazi rule and
its consequences for the region to make the protectorate german half the czech
population and all jews would be expelled or killed with the other half assimilated
into a german national community with the correct racial and cultural composition
with the arrival of reinhard heydrich germanization measures accelerated people
faced mounting pressure from all sides the nazis required their subjects to act and
speak german while czech patriots and exiled leaders pressed their countrymen to
act as Ogood czechs O by destroying democratic institutions harnessing the
economy redefining citizenship murdering the jews and creating a climate of terror
the nazi occupation set the stage for the postwar expulsion of czechoslovakiaOs
three million germans and for the communistsO rise to power in 1948 the region
bryant shows became entirely czech but not before nazi rulers and their postwar
successors had changed forever what it meant to be czech or german

in march 1939 german troops entered prague the first foreign capital to be
occupied by the nazis six years later in may 1945 it was the last to be liberated as
hitler s reich collapsed in defeat the nazi occupation had a profound effect and
paved the way for the communist dictatorship that followed after the war the entire
period was deliberately distorted for political purposes the facts were
misrepresented or suppressed publications and documentary films were censored
witnesses were silenced the aim of this book is to restore part of the lost history of
the occupation after decades of communist manipulation it provides a rare glimpse
of life in prague under the german occupation from unique photographs many of
them published here for the first time it also reproduces items from ration coupons
and identity cards to nazi proclamations and execution lists which were part of
everyday life during the german protectorate the result is an objective account of
the golden city in the years when prague and its people lived in the shadow of the
swastika book jacket

prague is at the core of everything both wonderful and terrible in western history
but few people truly understand this city s unique culture in prague in black and
gold peter demetz strips away sentimentalities and distortions and shows how
czechs germans italians and jews have lived and worked together for over a
thousand years

originally published in 1964 this is a scholarly study of the transfer of the german
minority from czechoslovakia after world war ii to fully understand the transfer one
must trace the history of its antecedents and the book does this by discussing the
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significance of three decades of german czech relations the introduction outlines
the geo economic and social factors which underlie the heart of the story part 1
begins in the pre 1914 period it was in the austrian part of the habsburg empire that
the main tenets of national socialism were elaborated prior to world war i the nazi
use of german minorities as the spearhead of a drive for hegemony was a brutal
variation of an old theme the major topics which run throughout parts 2 3 are the
consolidation of nazism in the former czechoslovakia the fall the czechoslovak
republic and the rise of czech resistance against the process of germanization the
book also discusses the czech resistance movement in some depth in the section
other sources the author has included letters and interviews which enabled him to
utilize the statements and views of living political figures and authorities

demetz expertly interweaves a superb account of the german authorities diplomatic
financial and military machinations with a brilliant description of prague s evolving
resistance and underground opposition along with his private experiences he offers
the heretofore untold history of an effervescent unstoppable prague whose urbane
heart went on beating despite the deportations murders cruelties and violence a
prague that kept its german and czech language theaters open its fabled film
studios functioning its young people in school and at work and its newspapers on
press this complex continually surprising book is filled with rare human detail and
warmth the gripping story of a great city meeting the dual challenges of occupation
and of war book jacket

in the aftermath of world war two approximately three million sudeten germans
were expelled from their homes in the former czechoslovakia because of their part
in the dismemberment of the czechoslovak republic by nazi germany in 1938 39 for
many years their representatives the sudeten german association attempted in vain
to redress the wrong done to their people however the end of the cold war has
given a new impetus to their campaign currently they attempt to block czech entry
into the eu unless there is restitution of confiscated properties jurgen tampke tells
the story of the sudeten germans from the beginning of their settlement seven
hundred years ago in what is now the czech republic to current times
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