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presents a brief biography of arthur miller along with extracts of major critical essays plot summaries and an index of
themes and ideas

v 1 all my sons death of a salesman the crucible a memory of two mondays a view from the bridge

interviews with miller and his essays provide an insight into his dramatic works and the man behind the works
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a penguin classic this classic collection the only one volume selection of arthur miller s work available presents a rich cross
section of writing from one of our most influential and humane playwrights containing in full his masterpieces the crucible
and death of a salesman this essential collection also includes the complete texts of after the fall the american clock the
last yankee and broken glass winner of the olivier award for best play of 1995 as well as excerpts from miller s memoir
timebends an essay by harold clurman and christopher bigsby s introduction discuss miller s standing as one of the
greatest american playwrights of all time and his importance to twentieth century literature for more than seventy years
penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the english speaking world with more than 1 700 titles
penguin classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines
readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors as well as up to date translations by award winning translators

revised and updated to include miller s late work and the key productions and criticism since the playwright s death in
2005

arthur miller best known for his works the crucible and death of a salesman is one of america s most important dramatists

arthur miller was one of the most important american playwrights and political and cultural figures of the 20th century
both death of a salesman and the crucible stand out as his major works the former is always in performance somewhere in
the world and the latter is miller s most produced play as major modern american dramas they are the subject of a huge
amount of criticism which can be daunting for students approaching the plays for the first time this reader s guide
introduces the major critical debates surrounding the plays and discusses their unique production histories initial theatre
reviews and later adaptations the main trends of critical inquiry and scholars who have purported them are examined as
are the views of miller himself a prolific self critic

this series provides comprehensive reading and study guides for some of the world s most important literary masterpieces
each title features concise critical excerpts that provide a scholarly overview of each work the story behind the story
detailing the conditions under which the work was written and a biographical sketch of the author a descriptive list of
characters an extensive summary and analysis and an annotated bibliography
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the greatest american dramatist of our age evening standard in this collected works five of arthur miller s most produced
and popular  plays  are  brought  together  in  a  new edition alongside an exclusive  introduction by  ivo  van hove the
celebrated contemporary director of miller s works all five plays were written by miller within a ten year period which
began with his first broadway hit all my sons in 1947 which led brooks atkinson of the new york times to state that theatre
has acquired a genuine new talent this was followed in 1949 by his exploration of the american dream in death of a
salesman which went on to win the tony award for best play and the pulitzer prize for drama the crucible followed in 1953
produced during the mccarthy era and becoming a parable of the witch hunting practices of a government determined to
root out communists a view from the bridge originally performed in 1955 concerns the lives of longshoremen in the
brooklyn waterfront and has remained one of miller s most produced plays originally presented as a one act companion
piece to a memory of two mondays both plays explore the dreams and working lives of ordinary americans in the early
decades of the 20th century freshly edited and featuring a bold new design this updated edition of arthur miller plays 1 is a
must have for theatre fans and students alike

arthur miller for the twenty first century contemporary views of his writings and ideas brings together both established
miller experts and emerging commentators to investigate the sources of his ongoing resonance with audiences and his
place in world theatre the collection begins by exploring miller in the context of 20th century american drama chapters
discuss miller and eugene o neill tennessee williams edward albee david mamet and sam shepard as well as thematic
relationships between miller s ideas and the explosion of significant women and african american dramatists since the
1970s other essays focus more directly on interpretations of miller s individual works not only plays but also essays and
fiction including a discussion of death of a salesman in china the volume concludes by considering miller and current
cultural  issues  his  work  for  human  rights  his  depiction  of  american  ideals  of  masculinity  and  his  anticipation  of
contemporary posthumanism

reflections on the late arthur miller from over seventy writers actors directors and friends with arthur miller remembers an
interview with the writer from 1995 following his death in february 2005 newspapers were filled with tributes to the man
regarded by many as the greatest playwright of the twentieth century published as a celebration and commemoration of
his life part i of remembering arthur miller is a collection of over seventy specially commissioned pieces from writers actors
directors and friends providing personal critical and professional commentary on the man who gave the theatre such
timeless classics as all my sons a view from the bridge the death of a salesman and the crucible contributors read like a
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who s who of theatre film and literature edward albee alan ayckbourn brian cox richard eyre joseph fiennes nadine
gordimer dustin hoffman warren mitchell harold pinter vanessa redgrave and tom stoppard to name but a few part ii
arthur miller remembers is an in depth and wide ranging interview conducted with miller in 1995 bigsby s expertise and
miller s candour produce a wonderfully insightful commentary and analysis both of miller s life and the life of twentieth
century america it covers miller s upbringing in harlem the depression marriage to marilyn monroe post war america
being sentenced to prison by the house un american activities committee in 1956 and his presidency of the writer s
organisation pen international the discourse also provides a commentary on and analysis of his many plays andmiller s
reflections on the amercian theatre

a penetrating study of all of his plays

an insightful study of arthur miller s work

during his lifetime us playwright arthur miller was affronted in numerous ways by what he experienced either personally or
vicariously through the experiences of others for example by the way his immigrant family had come to financial grief in
the great depression 1929 to the late 1930s through no fault of their own by the anti semitism that existed in the usa and
elsewhere in the 1930s culminating in the nazi holocaust in which so many people of his own ethnic group the jews
together with millions of other innocents perished by the way he and others including many connected with the arts were
persecuted for alleged communist sympathies in the mccarthy witch hunts of the late 1940s and 1950s in the usa by the
way that atheism to which he himself subscribed was considered to be subversive and unpatriotic by the way that the
american dream was generally portrayed as something to which everybody could aspire and yet by embracing the
concept of the american dream most people were generally setting themselves up to fail despite his disillusionment with
life miller strove to illuminate a path to a better way and in doing so offered hope to the inhabitants of the flawed and
troubled world in which he found himself not just in the usa but also elsewhere

in the inaugural volume of its collected edition of miller s plays the library of america gathers the works from the 1940s and
1950s that electrified theatergoers and established miller as one of the indispensable voices of the postwar era book jacket

the greatest american dramatist of our age evening standard in this second volume of collected works four of arthur miller
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s stage plays from the sixties and seventies are brought together in a new edition taking up the theme of individual
responsibility from his earlier work this volume also contains an introduction from miller himself along with two of his
screenplays one of miller s most personal plays after the fall 1964 takes place almost entirely inside the mind of the play s
protagonist  who  is  often  read  as  a  stand  in  for  the  playwright  himself  and  touches  on  themes  of  the  holocaust
mccarthyism and inherited sin this was followed by miller s largely forgotten masterpiece incident at vichy 1964 a prescient
examination of the evil that exists in us all inspired by a real life incident in france in which a gentile gave a jew his identity
pass during a check the price followed in 1968 a touching and farcical presentation of american life beyond the vietnam
war and great depression which earned miller a tony award nomination for best play in the creation of the world and other
business 1972 miller offers a comedic retelling of the book of genesis constructing a parable around the theme of good
versus evil also included are two of the playwright s most beloved screenplays the misfits written for and filmed with
marilyn monroe and playing for time televised with vanessa redgrave freshly edited and featuring a bold new design this
updated edition of arthur miller plays 2 is a must have for theatre fans and students alike

this comprehensive volume brings together essays by one of the most influential literary cultural and intellectual voices of
our time arthur miller arranged chronologically from 1944 to 2000 these writings take the reader on a whirlwind tour of
modern history alongside offering a remarkable record of miller s views on theater they give eloquent expression to his
belief in the theater as a serious business one that makes or should make man more human which is to say less alone
published with the essays are articles that miller had written and in depth interviews he has given this collection features
material from two earlier publications echoes down the corridor and the theater essays of arthur miller it is edited and
features a new introduction by matthew roudané regents professor of american drama at georgia state university arthur
miller understands that serious writing is a social act as well as an aesthetic one that political involvement comes with the
territory a writer s work and his actions should be of the same cloth after all his plays and his conscience are a cold burning
force edward albee

seminar paper from the year 2000 in the subject american studies literature grade 1 7 a university of münster anglistics
american studies course advanced seminar modern american drama language english abstract as arthur miller states in
his autobiography 1 the crucible has become his most frequently produced play this great success of a conventional drama
can certainly not be explained without regard to its political message when the play was first performed in 1953 its
audiences were quick to recognize the connections between the witch craze in 17th century massachusetts and the
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american anti communist hysteria of their own time like any literary text the crucible reflects the conditions under which it
was produced and miller himself says that he could not have written it at any other time 2 since in this case parallels
between the events in both times are extremely striking it seems necessary for the understanding and interpretation of
the play to explain its dual historical context at the same time it would be wrong to interpret miller s drama against this
background only  or  as  reitz  puts  it  the  crucible  ist  kein  schlüsseldrama das  auf  die  vordergründige aktualität  von
wiedererkennungseffekten setzt und zu diesem zweck anhänger und gegner mccarthys als puritaner kostümiert 3 miklos
trocsanyi argues similarly pointing out that miller was glad when in the contemporary criticism less and less mention was
made of and parallel drawn between the witchcraft hysteria and mccarthyism it meant that the deeper message was
more and more appreciated 4 finding out about this deeper message is what the analysis of the dual historical context
aims at therefore this research paper will after explaining the historical circumstances of both the salem witch hunt and
the american anticommunism under mccarthy focus on parallel phenomena underlying the events in both times this
comparison which will be made from a psychological point of view is intended to reveal why miller s play is presently being
approached more and more frequently as a cultural and historical study rather than a political allegory 5
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