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from the internationally heralded author of how proust can change your life comes a remarkable book that presents the

wisdom of some of the greatest thinkers of the ages as advice for our day to day struggles a fine introduction the world of

philosophy newsweek solace for the broken heart can be found in the words of schopenhauer the ancient greek epicurus

has the wisest and most affordable solution to cash flow problems a remedy for impotence lies in montaigne seneca

offers  advice  upon  losing  a  job  and  nietzsche  has  shrewd  counsel  for  everything  from  loneliness  to  illness  the

consolations of philosophy is a book as accessibly erudite as it is useful and entertaining

composed while its author was imprisoned this book remains one of western literature s most eloquent meditations on

the transitory nature of earthly belongings and the superiority of things of the mind slavitt s translation captures boethius

s energy and passion seth lerer places boethius s life and achievement in context in his introduction

consolation of philosophy latin consolatio philosophiae is a philosophical work by boethius written around the year 524 it

has been described as the single most important and influential work in the west on medieval and early renaissance

christianity and is also the last great western work of the classical period anicius manlius severinus bo thius commonly

called boethius c 480 524 or 525 ad was a philosopher of the early 6th century he was born in rome to an ancient and

prominent family which included emperors petronius maximus and olybrius and many consuls his father flavius manlius

boethius was consul in 487 after odoacer deposed the last western roman emperor boethius of the noble anicia family
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entered public life at a young age and was already a senator by the age of 25 boethius himself was consul in 510 in the

kingdom of the ostrogoths in 522 he saw his two sons become consuls boethius was imprisoned and eventually executed

by king theodoric the great who suspected him of conspiring with the eastern roman empire while jailed boethius

composed his consolation of philosophy a philosophical treatise on fortune death and other issues the consolation

became one of the most popular and influential works of the middle ages

alain  de  botton pairs  six  philosophers  socrates  epicurus  seneca montaigne schopenhauer  and nietzsche with  six

everyday problems to which they are able to give the most helpful and fascinating answers

the consolation of philosophy is a short work of literature written in the form of a prosimetrical apocalyptic dialogue i e a

dialogue with a mythical imaginary or allegorical figure it contains five books which are written in a combination of prose

and verse the dialogue is between ancius boethius a prominent and learned official of the roman empire and the person

of philosophy

the consolation of philosophy is the best known work of anicius manlius severinus boethius a roman statesman and

scholar who lived at the intersection of the classical and medieval periods identified by fifteenth century humanist

lorenzo valla as the last of the romans and the first of the scholastics and by gibbon in the history of the decline and fall

of the roman empire as the last of the romans whom cato or tully could have acknowledged for their countryman

boethius was born in rome around 476 to an aristocratic family received a thorough education in greek and rose rapidly

to the ranks of senator master of offices and sole consul he combined public life with scholarly projects aiming to bring

greek  learning  to  the  latin  speaking  world  through  his  translations  of  and  commentaries  on  major  logical  and

philosophical texts especially those of aristotle in 523 having publicly expressed support for a senator who had been
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accused of treason boethius was stripped of all honors and exiled to pavia where he composed the work translated into

english as the consolation of philosophy boethius himself is one of the work s two main characters at its beginning he sits

in prison composing a song of lament at his unjust detention surrounded by the muses of poetry the figure of philosophy

then appears to him a woman of supernatural appearance who banishes the muses from boethius cell and begins a

dialogue with the prisoner diagnosing his condition as the dire result of forgetting the nature of the universe and of

himself philosophy intends to palliate boethius distress by returning his attention to the rational order and government of

the universe to this end she leads him through disquisitions on the nature of fortune true and false happiness fate and

providence and the relationship between free will and divine foreknowledge with sections alternating between prose and

verse the consolation of philosophy serves as one of western literature s foremost examples of prosimetrical composition

it contains in total thirty nine poems or songs as they are called in the present edition s translation by h r james leading

scholar joel relihan to describe it as the most prosimetric text of antiquity prosimetrical form is associated with the

tradition of menippean satire in which pretensions to wisdom and authority are ironized boethius use of this general form

as well as the variety of literary genres he incorporates into it contributes to the complexity of the work s interpretation to

what extent did he intend philosophy s arguments and with them the authority of philosophy as a discipline to be taken

at face value relihan has interpreted the work as expressing a rejection of the possibility that philosophy might genuinely

provide consolation to suffering human beings in this view the unsatisfactory quality of philosophy s arguments is a

rhetorical strategy in line with the author s unstated christian commitments to shore up the idea that only faith in the

christian god can provide true consolation to the broken in contrast scholar john marenbon writes that boethius does not

reject the aspirations of philosophy to console as if  its title had to be pronounced with ironic emphasis that s the

consolation you gain from philosophy but rather explores the limits of its power to do so in a lightly satirical style an

exploration that presupposes rather than questions the discipline s real value in this connection t f curley views the form
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of the consolation as suggestive of the ancient antagonism between poetry and philosophy with boethius attempting

neither to endorse one over the other nor to reject both in favor of the cross but to reconcile them the importance of

christianity to the work as to boethius life is disputed central sections of the text concern god the divine and providence

but seemingly only as represented in the greek philosophical tradition the dialogue proceeds without ever mentioning

the catholic faith of boethius s upbringing or his apparent adult conviction nevertheless the work was interpreted in

roundly christian terms in the middle ages and almost eight centuries after its composition dante would refer to boethius

in the divine comedy as the sainted soul which the fallacious world makes manifest to him who listeneth well unlike

boethius theological tractates and logical commentaries the consolation was immensely popular for many centuries

often described as a best seller of its time the popularity of the work is also attested in its translation history having been

rendered in english by king alfred queen elizabeth i and chaucer its popularity has waned with the secularization of the

west but the consolation of philosophy remains of interest today due to the enduring questions it raises concerning the

nature of true happiness the right attitude to suffering the rational order of the universe the relationship between poetry

and philosophy and the limits of philosophy itself gibbon is often quoted as having judged it to be a golden volume not

unworthy of the leisure of plato or tully consonant with historian h m barrett s more recent assessment that in boethius

last book there is a certain timeless quality that will protect it from ever going out of date this book is part of the standard

ebooks project which produces free public domain ebooks

entirely faithful to boethius latin relihan s translation makes the philosophy of the consolation intelligible to readers it

gives equal weight to the poetry in fact relihan s metrical translation of boethius metro are themselves contributions of

the first moment to boethian studies boethius finally has a translator equal to his prodigious talents and his manifold

vision joseph pucci brown university
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note the university of adelaide library ebooks adelaide

the consolation of philosophy has been described as the single most important and influential work in the west on

medieval and early renaissance christianity and is also the last great western work of the classical period written while

boethius was in prison awaiting execution the work consists of a dialogue in alternating prose and verse between the

author lamenting his own sorrows and a majestic woman who is the incarnation of his guardian philosophy the woman

develops a modified form of neo platonism and stoicism demonstrating the unreality of earthly fortunes then proving

that the highest good and the highest happiness are in god and reconciling the apparent contradictions concerning the

existence of everything

to pleasant songs my work was erstwhile given and bright were all my labours then but now in tears to sad refrains am i

compelled to turn thus my maimed muses guide my pen and gloomy songs make no feigned tears bedew my face then

could no fear so overcome to leave me companionless upon my way they were the pride of my earlier bright lived days

in my later gloomy days they are the comfort of my fate for hastened by unhappiness has age come upon me without

warning and grief hath set within me the old age of her gloom white hairs are scattered untimely on my head and the

skin hangs loosely from my worn out limbs aeterna press

a book that has been read and studied thoroughly the consolation of philosophy takes a discussion form between the

author and the lady topics include god and the world the problem of evil  the true nature of happiness and most

importantly the ideas of loving god and developing virtue

the consolation of philosophy was written in 523 ad during a one year imprisonment boethius served while awaiting trial
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for the crime of treason against king theodoric the great the text examines how evil can exist in a world governed by god

and how happiness is still attainable amidst fickle fortune and considers the nature of happiness and god

this carefully crafted ebook the consolation of philosophy translated by h r james m a is formatted for your ereader with a

functional and detailed table of contents consolation of philosophy latin consolatio philosophiae is a philosophical work

by boethius written around the year 524 it has been described as the single most important and influential work in the

west on medieval and early renaissance christianity and is also the last great western work of the classical period anicius

manlius severinus boëthius commonly called boethius c 480 524 or 525 ad was a philosopher of the early 6th century he

was born in rome to an ancient and prominent family which included emperors petronius maximus and olybrius and

many consuls his father flavius manlius boethius was consul in 487 after odoacer deposed the last western roman

emperor boethius of the noble anicia family entered public life at a young age and was already a senator by the age of

25 boethius himself was consul in 510 in the kingdom of the ostrogoths in 522 he saw his two sons become consuls

boethius was imprisoned and eventually executed by king theodoric the great who suspected him of conspiring with the

eastern roman empire while jailed boethius composed his consolation of philosophy a philosophical treatise on fortune

death and other issues the consolation became one of the most popular and influential works of the middle ages

the consolation of philosophy is considered widely to be the single most important work from the west during medieval

and early renaissance christianity often called the last  great classical  work authored by boethius while a prisoner

awaiting execution had the goal and intent of preserving ancient classical knowledge specifically relating to philosophy

this is a key work in the field of philosophy and is highly recommened for both students of philosophy as well as those

who are interested in reading the important philosophical writings of boethius
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consolatio  philosophiae is  boethius s  conversation with philosophy personified written while  awaiting execution he

ponders the nature of morality fate and free will writing as philosophy he memorably brings the metaphor of the wheel of

fortune to medieval writers i turn the wheel that spins i delight to see the high come down and the low ascend this edition

of consolatio philosophiae puts boethius s original text and next to james s english translation together in one affordable

book

the book called the consolation of philosophy was throughout the middle ages and down to the beginnings of the

modern epoch in the sixteenth century the scholar s familiar companion few books have exercised a wider influence in

their time it has been translated into every european tongue and into english nearly a dozen times from king alfred s

paraphrase to the translations of lord preston causton ridpath and duncan in the eighteenth century the belief that what

once pleased so widely must still have some charm is my excuse for attempting the present translation the great work of

boethius with its alternate prose and verse skilfully fitted together like dialogue and chorus in a greek play is unique in

literature and has a pathetic interest from the time and circumstances of its composition it ought not to be forgotten

those who can go to the original will find their reward there may be room also for a new translation in english after an

interval of close on a hundred years

the consolation of philosophy was written during boethius one year imprisonment he examines how evil can exist in a

world governed by god and how happiness is still attainable amidst fickle fortune and considers the nature of happiness
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