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this reader introduces students of philosophy and politics to the contemporary critical
literature on the classical social contract theorists thomas hobbes 1599 1697 john locke 1632
1704 and jean jacques rousseau 1712 1778 twelve thoughtfully selected essays guide students
through the texts familiarizing them with key elements of the theory while at the same time
introducing them to current scholarly controversies a bibliography of additional work 1is
provided the classical social contract theorists represent one of the two or three most
important modern traditions in political thought their ideas dominated political debates in
europe and north america in the 17th and 18th centuries influencing political thinkers statesmen
constitution makers revolutionaries and other political actors alike debates during the french
revolution and the early history of the american republic were often conducted in the language
of hobbes locke and rousseau later political philosophy can only be understood against this
backdrop and the contemporary revival of contractarian moral and political thought represented
by john rawls a theory of justice 1971 or david gauthieros morals by agreement 1986 needs to be
appreciated in the history of this tradition

essay aus dem jahr 2016 im fachbereich politik grundlagen und allgemeines sprache deutsch
abstract in this paper i am going to compare john locke s and thomas hobbes different ideas
about the social contract the social contract is a theory which should describe the relationship
between a government and the individual already in the antiquity epicure lucretius and cicero
were writing about the theory of the social contract in the age of enlightenment there were
again several people such as hobbes locke or rousseau writing about the social contract
regarding these different theories i am going to tackle the following questions how do the
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social contract theories in leviathan and two treatise of government differ where are hobbes and
locke s ideas realized in the present where were hobbes and locke s ideas realized in history i
will work out some points in which these two theories differ and take a look where they are
realized nowadays and where they were realized in history in addition i will provide a short
biography for both hobbes and locke this biography is intended to give us a better understanding
of the backgrounds of these two political philosophers

in this study of the origins of liberalism in political thought andrzej rapaczynski examines the
political theory of hobbes locke and rousseau convinced that the aristotelian and medieval world
views no longer provided an adequate framework for the ordering of political life these three
thinkers sought to reconstruct the philosophical foundations of politics

essay from the year 2008 in the subject politics political theory and the history of ideas
journal grade 80 good university of kerala department of political science course political
theory liberal tradition language english abstract this essay compares the classical social
contract theories of hobbes locke and rousseau different perceptions of the state of nature
resulted in different ideas about the social contract and its emphasis on either security hobbes
individual rights locke or the collective freedom of rousseau s general will political
philosophy is believed to have started with plato s republic the first known sophisticated
analysis of a fundamental question that humans have probably been concerned with much longer how
should human society be organised i e who should rule and why plato believed that ruling
required special training and skills and should therefore be left to an aristocracy of guardians
who had received extensive training while the notion that ruling requires expertise can hardly
be denied there is also agreement among most philosophers that whoever qualifies for the job of
ruling needs to do so with the interest of the people in mind but what is the interest of the
people and how can it be discovered according to plato a necessary precondition for rulers 1is
wisdom and that is why he wanted his guardians to be especially trained in philosophy one may
think that the people themselves should know what is best for them but somewhat surprisingly
this idea has been rejected not just by plato but also by many philosophers following him
another approach is to link rule on earth to a mandate received from a divine creator however
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even the idea that humans could not exist without a government has been questioned most notably
by anarchism thus the question of how political rule the power to make decisions for others
could be justified is an essential one only legitimate rule creates obligation and without o

this collection includes the original and first edition manuscripts of thomas hobbes the
leviathan 1661 john locke two treatises of government and the constitution of pennsylvania from
1776 western origins leviathan two treatises and the constitution of pennsylvania thomas hobbes
john locke and the founding fathers of the united states of america introduction nature the art
whereby god hath made and governs the world is by the art of man as in many other things so in
this also imitated that it can make an artificial animal for seeing life is but a motion of
limbs the beginning whereof is in some principal part within why may we not say that all
automata engines that move themselves by springs and wheels as doth a watch have an artificial
life for what is the heart but a spring and the nerves but so many strings and the joints but so
many wheels giving motion to the whole body such as was intended by the artificer art goes yet
further imitating that rational and most excellent work of nature man for by art is created that
great leviathan called a commonwealth or state in latin civitas which is but an artificial man
though of greater stature and strength than the natural for whose protection and defence it was
intended and in which the sovereignty is an artificial soul as giving life and motion to the
whole body the magistrates and other officers of judicature and execution artificial joints
reward and punishment by which fastened to the seat of the sovereignty every joint and member is
moved to perform his duty are the nerves that do the same in the body natural the wealth and
riches of all the particular members are the strength salus populi the people s safety its
business counsellors by whom all things needful for it to know are suggested unto it are the
memory equity and laws an artificial reason and will concord health sedition sickness and civil
war death lastly the pacts and covenants by which the parts of this body politic were at first
made set together and united resemble that fiat or the let us make man pronounced by god in the
creation to describe the nature of this artificial man i will consider first the matter thereof
and the artificer both which is man secondly how and by what covenants it is made what are the
rights and just power or authority of a sovereign and what it is that preserveth and dissolveth
it
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the leviathan 1651 the two treatises of government 1689 the social contract 1762 the
constitution of pennsylvania 1776 the original texts from hobbes locke rousseau and the founding
fathers of the united states

gateway to the social contract brings together a selection of writings from political theorists
thomas hobbes john locke and jean jacques rousseau exploring questions of political legitimacy
and authority with ideas ranging from authoritarian to anarchic these authors continue to offer
compelling insights into contemporary problems

the concept of power shapes both the political philosophy and the general worldview of the
modern age for this reason two areas of philosophy ontology and political philosophy which were
hitherto treated separately must be brought together freedom equality power brings out the
ontological framework shared by the political philosophies of hobbes locke and rousseau in the
last chapter the ontological consequences the author uses the results of his earlier analyses as
the stepping stone for developing some themes belonging to ontology in general

this is a guide to the vast amount of literature on the history of political thought which has
appeared in english since 1945 the editors provide an annotation of the content of many entries
and where appropriate indicate their significance controversial nature and readability

the leviathan 1651 the two treatises of government 1689 the constitution of pennsylvania 1776
the original texts from hobbes locke and the founding fathers of the united states excerpt from
the leviathan first when men register their thoughts wrong by the inconstancy of the
signification of their words by which they register for their conceptions that which they never
conceived and so deceive themselves secondly when they use words metaphorically that is in other
sense than that they are ordained for and thereby deceive others thirdly when by words they
declare that to be their will which is not fourthly when they use them to grieve one another for
seeing nature hath armed living creatures some with teeth some with horns and some with hands to
grieve an enemy it is but an abuse of speech to grieve him with the tongue unless it be one whom
we are obliged to govern and then it is not to grieve but to correct and amend the manner how
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speech serveth to the remembrance of the consequence of causes and effects consisteth in the
imposing of names and the connexion of them of names some are proper and singular to one only
thing as peter john this man this tree and some are common to many things as man horse tree
every of which though but one name is nevertheless the name of diverse particular things in
respect of all which together it is called a universal there being nothing in the world
universal but names for the things named are every one of them individual and singular one
universal name is imposed on many things for their similitude in some quality or other accident
and whereas a proper name bringeth to mind one thing only universals recall any one of those
many and of names universal some are of more and some of less extent the larger comprehending
the less large and some again of equal extent comprehending each other reciprocally as for
example the name body is of larger signification than the word man and comprehendeth it and the
names man and rational are of equal extent comprehending mutually one another but here we must
take notice that by a name is not always understood as in grammar one only word but sometimes by
circumlocution many words together for all these words he that in his actions observeth the laws
of his country make but one name equivalent to this one word just by this imposition of names
some of larger some of stricter signification we turn the reckoning of the consequences of
things imagined in the mind into a reckoning of the consequences of appellations for example a
man that hath no use of speech at all such as is born and remains perfectly deaf and dumb if he
set before his eyes a triangle and by it two right angles such as are the corners of a square
figure he may by meditation compare and find that the three angles of that triangle are equal to
those two right angles that stand by it but if another triangle be shown him different in shape
from the former he cannot know without a new labour whether the three angles of that also be
equal to the same but he that hath the use of words when he observes that such equality was
consequent not to the length of the sides nor to any other particular thing in his triangle but
only to this that the sides were straight and the angles three and that that was all for which
he named it a triangle will boldly conclude universally that such equality of angles is in all
triangles whatsoever and register his invention in these general terms every triangle hath its
three angles equal to two right angles and thus the consequence found in one particular comes to
be registered and remembered as a universal rule and discharges our mental reckoning of time and
place and delivers us from all labour of the mind saving the first and makes that which was
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found true here and now to be true in all times and places

this historic book may have numerous typos and missing text purchasers can usually download a
free scanned copy of the original book without typos from the publisher not indexed not
illustrated 1906 edition excerpt action such explanations are at best incomplete and when they
profess completeness they become positively erroneous vi the necessity of any action whether of
matter or of mind is not properly speaking a quality in the agent but in any thinking or
intelligent being who may consider the action and it consists chiefly in the determination of
his thoughts to infer the existence ot that action from some preceding objects as liberty when
opposed to necessity is nothing but the want of that determination and a certain looseness or
indifference which we feel in passing or not passing from the idea of one object to that of any
succeeding one now we may observe that though in reflecting on human actions we seldom feel such
a looseness or indifference but are commonly able to infer them with considerable certainty from
their motives and from the dispositions of the agent yet it frequently happens that in
performing the actions themselves we are sensible of something like it and as all resembling
objects are readily taken for each other this has been employed as a demonstrative and even
intuitive proof of human liberty with the exception of some volitions of men and angels all
things that happen in nature all bodily and mental actions of creatures are necessary actions
actions that cannot but follow upon their antecedents that is to say upon the sum of relevant
conditions positive and negative going before this attribute of the actions that they cannot but
ensue under the circumstances is their necessity surely it is an attribute of the actions
themselves wholly independent of any human inference whether men infer it or not the action
ensues and cannot but ensue the sequence and its inevitability together

seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject philosophy practical ethics aesthetics culture
nature right grade 1 3 nelson mandela metropolitan university language english abstract this
paper discusses the basis of the theories of locke hobbes and rousseau the state of nature which
is used by all three of them as a methodical entity to create their social contract theories i
will first introduce each philosopher and the political context he lived in as well as the
different states of nature on which the philosophers based their theories on i will then compare
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the states with each other and point out relations and dissimilarities in my conclusion i will
come back to the hypothesis that the three different states have dissimilar intentions and aim
towards different governmental systems

thomas hobbes the royalist is above all famous for his social contact theory the appeal to the
agreement that would be made among rational free and equal persons his conclusion that we should
submit to the authority of an absolute and unlimited sovereign power may not have found many
followers but his analysis remains unchallenged

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the united
states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy and
distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the
work scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved
reproduced and made generally available to the public to ensure a quality reading experience
this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy to read typeface we appreciate your support of the
preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant
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