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a classic account of democracy s crisis of legitimacy the age of party democracy has passed argues peter mair in
ruling the void the major parties have become so disconnected from society that they no longer seem capable of
sustaining democracy in its present form first published in 2013 ruling the void presciently observed that the widening
gap between citizens and their political leaders posed a crisis of legitimacy for the governing class and was fuelling
populist mobilizations against it europe s political elites had remodelled themselves as a homogeneous professional
class withdrawing into state institutions that offer relative stability in a world of fickle voters meanwhile non
democratic agencies and practices proliferated not least among them the european union itself mair weighs the
impact of these changes and offers an authoritative assessment of the prospects for popular political representation
today not only in the varied democracies of britain and the eu but throughout the developed world with a new

introduction by chris bickerton author of the european union a citizen s guide

this handbook provides a comprehensive overview of infrastructure financing from a global perspective it offers an
extensive examination of infrastructure financing worldwide it encompasses a wide range of subjects concerning
infrastructure finance including different project types financing options and the functions performed by public and

private sector entities in financing and overseeing infrastructure initiatives given that infrastructure investment is
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crucial to socio economic growth and development it has become a critical policy priority for governments investors
and other stakeholders around the world it is intended for a wide range of readers interested in infrastructure finance
including academics researchers students policymakers and practitioners the handbook offers an in depth and
interdisciplinary overview of infrastructure finance covering topics such as project finance public private partnerships
ppps institutional investors risk management sustainability and regulation as a result the book is relevant to those
studying or working in fields such as project and infrastructure finance finance development finance accounting
economics public policy real estate and sustainability the global perspective of this book also makes it valuable for
those interested in the unique challenges and opportunities associated with infrastructure finance in different regions
of the world overall the routledge handbook of infrastructure finance serves as a valuable resource for anyone
seeking to deepen their knowledge and understanding of infrastructure finance in today s complex and rapidly

changing global economy

for a long time analyses of political parties were framed within the usual context of democracy and of the historical
transformation of the forms of democratic government more recently several authors among which eminently peter
mair progressively began to question the relationship between the normative definition of democratic government
and the actual operation of parties these new concerns are well epitomized by the tension between responsiveness
and responsibility that gives the title to this book while classic democratic theory sees as desirable that parties in
government and in opposition too are sympathetically responsive to their supporters first and more generally to
public opinion and at the same time responsible toward the internal and international systemic constraints and
compatibilities these two roles seem to have become more difficult to reconcile and even increasingly incompatible
the chapters of this book explore the tensions between responsiveness and responsibility decomposing the

international sources from the domestic sources and discussing the options and the possibilities for political parties
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to continue to play the role of provider of political stability in rapidly changing domestic and international

environments this book was published as a special issue of west european politics

from the co authors of the classic civil society and political theory populism and civil society offers an empirically
informed systematic theoretical analysis of the political challenges posed by contemporary populism to
constitutional democracies populism and civil society provides a political assessment and critical theory of the
significance of what is now a global phenomenon the growing populist challenge to constitutional democracy
andrew arato and jean | cohen examine the challenge it presents in terms of its four main organizational forms socio
political movement political party government and regime they focus in particular on the tense relationship of
populism to democracy and of populism to constitutionalism without presupposing the authoritarian logic of the
phenomenon in the definition the book demonstrates it through the reconstruction of the main elements used by
advocates to identify populism to be sure the authoritarian logic of populism is not realized in every instance of it and
the book analyses why this is so across modern history many populist governments have in fact been hybrid regimes
blending authoritarian elements and residual democratic forms populism on its own however is a form of abusive or
instrumental constitutionalism that typically relies on the alleged permanence of the quasi revolutionary constituent
power the book concludes by outlining a non and anti populist project of democratization and social justice
distinguishing between the popular and the populist and offering a program that is nourished by the plurality of

democracies and which rescues some of left populism s more benevolent host ideologies

when why and how are democratic institutions reformed this is the broad question guiding this research rooted in a
context of crises of representative democracy core democratic rules can be understood as the formal political rules

regulating the direct relationship between elites within the political system parties and citizens they are therefore the
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cornerstone of the functioning of any political system this book deals with the context the motives and the
mechanisms explaining the incidence of institutional engineering in consolidated european democracies between
1990 and 2015 it is centred on the choice of political elites to use or not to use institutional engineering as a response
to the challenges they face this study provides both a better empirical understanding of the world of democratic
reforms in consolidated democracies thanks to a new data set covering six dimensions of reform in 18 european
countries secondly the book provides evidence about the link between the lack of political support and democratic
reforms and the role of electoral shifts in fostering reforms thirdly this research shows that the final outcome of a
given reform depends on the type of reform at stake and on the process used during the phase of discussion of the
reform though case studies in ireland france and italy ultimately the book demonstrates that contrary to what has
been commonly assumed reforms of the core democratic rules are frequent and constitute in most cases an answer
of challenged political elites to the erosion of political support and electoral change comparative politics is a series
for researchers teachers and students of political science that deals with contemporary government and politics
global in scope books in the series are characterised by a stress on comparative analysis and strong methodological
rigour the series is published in association with the european consortium for political research for more information
visit ecprnet eu the series is edited by emilie van haute professor of political science université libre de bruxelles
ferdinand muller rommel director of the center for the study of democracy leuphana university and susan scarrow

chair of the department of political science university of houston

capitalism coronavirus and war investigates the decay of neoliberal financialised capitalism as revealed in the crisis
the novel coronavirus triggered but did not cause a crisis that has been deepened by the conflict over ukraine and its
repercussions across the globe leading domestically to economic and political breakdown the pandemic

accelerated the decline of the us led capitalist world s imperial power intensifying the tendency to lash out with
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aggression and militarism as seen in the us led west s new cold war against china and the proxy war against russia
over ukraine the geopolitical economy of the decay and crisis of this form of capitalism suggests that the struggle
with socialism that has long shaped the fate of capitalism has reached a tipping point the author argues that
mainstream and even many progressive forces take capitalism s longevity for granted misunderstand its historical
dynamics and deny its formative bond with imperialism only a theoretically and historically accurate account of
capitalism s dynamics and historical trajectory which this book provides can explain its current failures and
predicament it also reveals why though the pandemic by revealing capitalism s obscene inequality and shocking
debility prompted the most serious critiques of capitalism to emerge in decades hopes of building back better were
so quickly dashed this book sheds searching light on the dominant narratives that have normalised the neoliberal
financialised capitalism and the dollar creditocracy dominating the world economy with even critics unable to link
capitalism s neoliberal turn to its financialisations historical decay productive debility and international decline it
contends that only by appreciating the seriousness of the crisis and rectifying our understanding of capitalism can
progressive forces thwart a future of chaos and or authoritarianism and begin the long task of building socialism this
book will be of great interest to students scholars and researchers of international relations international political
economy comparative politics and global political sociology the open access version of this book available at
taylorfrancis com has been made available under a creative commons attribution non commercial no derivatives 4

0 license thanks to the support of libraries working with knowledge unlatched knowledgeunlatched org

this is an account of the main developments in the process of european integration it provides coverage of theory
history member states institutions and policies drawing on academic debates including issues of legitimacy and

globalisation
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the renaissance has long been recognized as a brilliant moment in the development of western civilization however
little attention has been devoted to the distinct contributions of philosophy to renaissance culture this volume
introduces the reader to the philosophy written read taught and debated during the period traditionally credited with
the revival of learning beginning with original sources still largely inaccessible to most readers and drawing on a wide
range of secondary studies the authors examine the relation of renaissance philosophy to humanism and the
universities the impact of rediscovered ancient sources the recovery of plato and the neoplatonists and the evolving
ascendancy of aristotle renaissance philosophy also explores the original contributions of major figures including
bruni valla ficino pico della mirandola pomponazzi machiavelli more vitoria montaigne bruno and campanella in this
work the rich insights and inheritance of renaissance philosophy are made available to the student and the general
reader renaissance philosophy not only demonstrates the uses of ancient and medieval philosophy by renaissance

thinkers but also throws light on the early origins of modern philosophy
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